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Concealed	Weapons	–	Your	Guide	to	Carrying		

Everyone has seen some cop show where a detective pulls back his suit jacket to draw his trusty service 
revolver and face down some bad guy. We’re impressed by these public servants who are quick to draw 
their weapons out from hiding and be the protectors of society that they’ve sworn to be. But how many 
of us ever think of a civilian doing the same? How many times has a civilian stopped some crazed 
criminal in their tracks, by doing the exact same thing that cops do?  

You’d be surprised how many crimes are thwarted every day by armed citizens. In a recent study by the 
Cato Institute, it was found that somewhere between 830,000 and 2,450,000 crimes per year are 
stopped by armed citizens who use their guns in self-defense. In the process, they are also defending 
society in general from the actions of those criminals.  

Even more astounding than that, there are a large number of potential mass shootings that have been 
stopped by gun owners that leapt into the fray to defend others, confronting the cowards who just want 
to rack up a high body count before dying. Take a look at these examples: 

• Parker Middle School Dance – April 1998 – Andrew Wurst, a student at the school showed up at 
the dance with a pistol. He fatally shot one teacher and wounded a second one, in addition to 
wounding two students. The banquet hall owner confronted Andrew with a shotgun, holding 
him at gunpoint until the police arrived.  

•  Appalachian School of Law – Jan 2002 – A former student named peter Odighizuwa arrived on 
campus and started shooting, killing three people and wounding three others. Two law 
enforcement officers who were students at the school ran to their cars for their personally 
owned firearms, which they used to confront the shooter, forcing him to stop.  

• New Life Church – Dec 2007 – Matthew Murray began shooting at people in the church’s 
parking lot, claiming two victims. A church member who was carrying concealed opened fire on 
Murray, hitting him multiple times. The incident ended by the perpetrator turning his gun on 
himself, committing suicide rather than being captured.  

• Trolley Square – Feb 2007 – Sulejman Talovi opened fire with a shotgun in a public square in Salt 
Lake City, killing five and wounding four more. An off duty police officer, eating at a local 
restaurant with his wife, drew his personal firearm and confronted the shooter, holding him at 
bay until a SWAT team could arrive.  

• Golden Market – July 2009 – A man entered the store and began firing a gun, shooting and 
wounding the clerk. A concealed carry permit holder who was in the store subdued him.  

• New York Mills AT&T Store – May 2010 – A man named Dickan entered the store, brandishing a 
.357 magnum pistol, with a list of employees he planned on killing. After firing his first shot, 
which wounded a store employee, an off-duty police officer drew his personal firearm and killed 
the shooter.  

• Clakamas Town Center – Dec 2012 – Jacob Roberts opened fire in this mall, killing two and 
wounding a third. A shopper who was a concealed carry holder drew his personal firearm and 
confronted the shooter, but didn’t fire for fear of hitting innocent bystanders. This was enough 
to cause the shooter to flee.  



• Sutherland Springs, TX – Nov 2017 – A gunman armed with an AR-15 variant, carrying over 10 
magazines went into the Baptist Church, killing 26 and wounding others. Stephen Willeford, who 
lived near the church grabbed his own AR-15 and went out the door, preparing to stop the 
shooter. As the killer exited the church, Willeford engaged him, hitting him twice and causing 
him to drop his rifle, effectively ending the killing.  

This is only a smattering of the many active shooter incidents which have been thwarted by citizens who 
were licensed to legally carry concealed weapons. Even in the cases where the hero was a police officer, 
they were off duty and using personally owned firearms. In that sense, they were operating as civilians, 
rather than as police officers.  

Sadly, the mainstream media doesn’t cover any of these events, while giving massive coverage to the 
mass murders committed by Adam Lanza, James Holmes and others who kill numerous people. Maybe if 
the media would report on the heroes who stop these shooters, we’d see less of them. But no, doing 
that would mean they would have to break with their liberal ideology and anti-gun stance.  

It is clear that armed citizens reduce crime. In 1982, the town of Kennesaw, Georgia passed a law 
requiring every head of household to own at least one firearm, along with the ammunition for same. 
The result of this city ordinance was that the crime rate in that town instantly dropped by over 50 
percent. In contrast, the city of Chicago, Illinois, which has the most restrictive gun laws in the country, 
has the highest crime rate, as well as the highest violent crime rate involving firearms.  

How can that be? How can a city that strictly controls the ownership of firearms, have such a high crime 
rate involving guns? Simply because criminals don’t care about the law; they will have guns no matter 
how many laws are passed against them. All that restricting gun ownership does is create more victims.  

Interestingly enough, all of the “successful” mass shootings in the last several years have been 
conducted in “gun free” zones. These derange criminals know that their chances of racking up a body 
count is better if there is no one to oppose them. You never see a case of one of them trying to shoot up 
a police station or gun shop, only places where it’s illegal to be able to defend yourself.  

Why	Carry	if	the	Police	are	There?		

Many would say and have said that it’s the responsibility of the police to defend us from these criminals. 
We see that law enforcement officers are ready to spring into the breach to do just that, as they did in 
several of the thwarted mass shooting attempts I listed above. Even so, the police can’t be everywhere 
to protect everyone, all the time.  

There’s a saying that’s been gaining popularity lately; “When seconds count, the police are there in 
minutes.” This isn’t an indictment against the police; it’s merely an acceptance of reality. No matter how 
fast the police drive to get to a store or home, it will take them some minutes to arrive.  

According to statistics from the 9-1-1 Emergency Hot Line system, the average police response time to a 
9-1-1 call is between 9 and 12 minutes. While some manage to get there in as little as 4 minutes, there 



are other calls where the caller has to wait over an hour. Even the best, waiting four minutes is too long, 
when you consider that the average time a criminal spends with their victim is a mere 90 seconds.  

If you have a criminal staring you down with a weapon in his hand, you don’t have time to call the 
police, even if the criminal lets you. Even if you did, he’s going to be done with what he came to do and 
long gone before the police get there. If anyone is going to stop him it’s going to have to be you.  

Some tout martial arts as the necessary training to face that armed criminal. According to them, it’s easy 
to face down that criminal and take their weapon away from them. Forget that it takes years of training 
to get to the point where you can do it and that if the criminal is in the wrong position your perfectly 
choreographed and executed movements won’t do any good; they still say it works. While it might in 
some circumstances, the odds aren’t good enough for me.  

Then there’s the liberal viewpoint, which says such stupidities as a woman should allow herself to be 
raped, because that’s better than killing the guy, or that she should pee on herself to gross him out. 
They are more concerned with the rights of the perpetrator than they are the rights of the victim.  

Concealed carry provides you with the opportunity to do what the police can’t do for you; protect 
yourself. Interestingly enough, a full ninety percent of law enforcement officials believe that armed 
citizens prevent crime. Why? Because armed citizens can stop crimes before the police can get there. 
Actually, these police officers go one step further; they say that armed citizens are the best crime 
deterrent there is.  

  



What	Does	the	Law	Say	About	Concealed	Carry?	

Sorting out the law regarding concealed carry is a bit confusing. That’s because it’s different for each 
state. Other than the 2nd Amendment to the Constitution, federal law says very little about concealed 
carry. Even with all the efforts of liberal lawmakers to take our gun rights away, the only restrictions that 
have been passed at the federal level is the requirement to register fully-automatic firearms, 
suppressors and short-barreled rifles.  

A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the 
people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed. 

2nd Amendment to the U.S. Constitution  

On the other hand, many states have laws which severely limit their citizens’ rights to carry firearms, 
either openly (open carry) or concealed. On top of that, there are the “cultural” restrictions on carrying 
firearms. What I mean by that is that even in states where it is legal to carry firearms openly, it may not 
be common. That means that police are likely to stop and question anyone who is carrying a firearm.  

Both the states of Arizona and Louisiana permit open carry of pistols. In Arizona it’s considered normal 
to see a man in a store, with a pistol on his hip. Nobody thinks of him as a criminal and few even take 
notice. However in Louisiana, which has the same law, people don’t carry pistols openly, even though 
the law allows it. If someone does, the police will probably receive a call from a shop owner or other 
concerned citizen. The individual will have to explain to the police why they are carrying.  

Even in Texas, which is considered by many to be a bastion of conservative thought and gun rights, 
carrying a gun openly can get you in trouble if you don’t have a concealed carry license. Texas only 
recently allowed the open carry of pistols, as well as the long-standing right of carrying  long guns. Yet, 
even with the law on their side, many Texans in some parts of the state have been hassled by police for 
simply exercising their rights.  

 

While liberal politicians have been hard at work to find ways of taking away our right to keep and bear 
arms, the general attitude in the United States has become more pro-gun over the years. Twenty years 
ago, it was difficult to get a concealed carry permit and generally required showing probably cause for 



needing it. In the last 20 years, this has changed considerably, with 39 states having switched over to 
becoming “shall issue” states.  

There are four basic categories in defining citizens rights to carry concealed and how the state deals with 
such rights. Those four categories are: 

• Shall Issue – State officials cannot deny citizens a concealed carry permit unless they have 
justifiable reason, such as the person having a criminal history.  

• May Issue – The burden is on the individual to demonstrate their need for a concealed carry 
permit, or officials don’t have to issue it. Even within the states that are may issue, there is 
considerable variance, as some states are almost shall issue, while others leave it up to the local 
law enforcement officers. In those states, it is easier to get a permit in a rural area than in the 
larger cities.  

• No Issue – The states laws make no provision for concealed carry permits. Citizens are not 
allowed to carry concealed under any circumstances.  

• Unrestricted – Any citizen can carry concealed, with or without a permit. There are only three 
states which fall into this category: Alaska, Arizona and Vermont. Vermont has what is known as 
“constitutional carry,” declaring that the 2nd Amendment grants the right of all U.S. citizens to 
carry openly or concealed, without any license or permit.  

There are reciprocal agreements in place for many states, allowing those who have a concealed carry 
license in one state the same privileges in other states. However, the same restrictions for carry exist for 
those visitors as exist for citizens of the state. While there has been some efforts to create a national 
reciprocity law, as of yet, this has not passed.  

 

Even in shall issue states, there may be restrictions on where a licensed individual may carry their 
firearm. Generally speaking, they can carry anywhere in the state, except for specifically mentioned 
locations. These locations may include places such as: 

• Bars (those that make 51% or more of their income off of the sale of alcohol) 
• Voting places 
• Courtrooms 
• Hospitals  
• Government meetings 
• Sporting events 
• Places of gambling  
• Correctional facilities 
• Amusement parks 
• Theatres  
• Amusement parks 



• Places of worship  
• Casinos 

In addition, there are several places which federal law prohibits the carrying of firearms, even with a 
license:  

• Schools 
• Post offices (but not the parking lot) 
• Federal buildings  
• Federal prisons 
• Property under the control of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
• National cemeteries 
• Military Bases 
• Land under the control of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
• Indian reservations (controlled by tribal law)  

Some states allow carrying a firearm in a car, with or without a permit, while others do not. Additionally, 
some states allow open carry, where the individual does not need a license to carry a holstered gun on 
their belt. The appendix gives a brief overview of the laws and requirements for each state.  

Before traveling to another state, it is a good idea to check on the concealed carry laws within that state; 
both to find out whether your license is valid in that state and to get the latest update on what is legal 
and what is prohibited. There are several places you can do this, such as the NRA website.  



Training	and	Licensing	–	The	Whys	and	Wherefores		

Most states require some sort of firearms training or at least firearms safety training before applying for 
a concealed carry permit. A few also require demonstrated proficiency. If you think about this, it really 
makes sense. Do you want people on the street shooting at a criminal, who don’t know how to shoot?  

Somehow or other, people have gotten the idea that shooting is easy. All you have to do is grab a pistol, 
point it at a person, and you can blow a mosquito off the end of their nose, without even scratching the 
person. Well, it’s not quite that easy. In fact, shooting accurately, especially when confronted by an 
armed criminal, is extremely challenging.  

However, the main thrust of these training classes isn’t about teaching people how to shoot accurately, 
it’s about teaching them firearm safety and the laws associated with concealed carry. Those who have a 
license to carry concealed need to understand what the law says, what restrictions they are under, and 
what their license allows them to do.  

Safety is a major consideration anytime you are dealing with firearms. Anytime firearms are handled 
incorrectly there is a high risk of danger. As a tool which is intended for the taking of life, any firearm is 
going to do what it is created to do, whether you understand that or not.  

When carrying a firearm in public, one accepts the responsibility for the public’s safety. Not only must 
they be careful in their handling of the gun they are carrying, but they must keep others from taking it 
from them. Should a situation arise which requires using the firearm, the owner must take into 
consideration who else is in the area, especially those who could be in the line of fire or move into the 
line of fire, either in front of or behind the criminal.  

Anyone’s shooting skills are going to be degraded in an active shooting situation. The adrenalin coursing 
through your veins will assure that. Motor control won’t be as fine as normal and one tends to move 
quickly and jerkily, which is the exact opposite of what is needed for accurate shooting. In addition, 
there are often many distractions caused by other people in the area, any one of which could ruin your 
aim.  

Training	to	Get	Your	License		

The state required training for a concealed handgun permit is really extremely basic. It covers handgun 
safety and laws associated with concealed carry, as well as the laws associated with self-defense. Very 
little attention is paid to any instruction associated with handgun use, especially handgun use in an 
active shooting situation.  

I have a couple of friends who are certified handgun instructors in the state in which I live. They give 
weekly classes for those who wish to receive their concealed carry permit. A full half of their students 
are people who have never fired a gun in their life; yet they want their license to carry.  



That figure is actually rather scary to me. It tells me that there are a lot of people out there who are 
carrying concealed, who aren’t proficient with their firearms. Oh, they’re proficient enough to pass the 
test; but they’re not proficient enough to avoid hitting me in the process of trying to take out a bad guy.  

While not a legal requirement, I highly recommend taking a handgun proficiency class, which includes a 
lot of practice shooting, before taking the necessary class for carrying a concealed weapon. When law-
abiding citizens who carry concealed make fatal errors while trying to defend themselves, it provides 
verbal ammunition to the anti-gun crowd who want to take our guns away.  

Implicit with the right to carry a gun is the responsibility to be able to carry and use it safely and 
properly, when needed. That means more than understanding the basic safety rules, it means knowing 
how to use a gun in the best manner possible. It means being able to hit what one is aiming at, even in 
low-light situations, with adrenalin pouring through their veins.  

By taking the time to become proficient in the use of handguns before taking the necessary training for 
the concealed carry permit, you help to make the streets a safer place. Then, when you take the 
concealed carry training, it will have more meaning, because you will have the framework of knowing 
how to use a firearm and the experience in the same.  

Training	After	the	Class	

The concealed carry training class will follow a syllabus required by the state. It concentrates more on 
legalities than it does on technique. That means that you really need further training, over and above 
what you get from the concealed carry class.  

Anyone who has a concealed carry license should be a regular shooter. They should go to their local 
shooting range weekly or at least monthly to maintain and hone their skills. No matter how good a shot 
one is, it’s never good enough when things turn real and you’ve got to use a gun to defend yourself.  

I read an article a couple of years ago about a police officer who ended up in a shootout with a local 
drug addict. The cop had three 17 round magazines for his Glock, giving him a total of 51 rounds, 
enough for anything. However, when the bad guy finally fell down, the cop only had three rounds left. 
He had shot 48 times at that drug addict, hitting him 15 times.  

 



One would think that a police officer would be a better shot than that and in fact, the officer in question 
was a good shot, who more than met his department’s requirements for practice and done very well in 
his twice-a-year shooting qualifications. The problem is that in an active shooting situation, anyone’s 
shooting ability is severely downgraded. One who can normally shoot a four inch group is lucky if they 
can hold them within 12 inches. Misses are much more common than hits.  

This reduction in shooting ability is common and comes from a combination of factors. More than 
anything, it’s caused by the adrenalin in your system at the moment. On top of that, you’ve got the 
problem of being nervous, afraid and trying to shoot quickly before it’s too late. All of that adds up to 
poor shooting.  

With that in mind, it’s clear that preparing for an armed confrontation means more than buying a gun 
and getting your concealed carry permit. Those give you the right to deal with the situation, but training 
gives you the preparation and ability to deal with it.  

So, what kind of training do you need, in addition to your required class to get your concealed carry 
permit? More than anything, you need tactical training. That’s different than typical target shooting in a 
number of different ways. More than anything, target shooting helps you learn the basics and learn to 
shoot accurately in a controlled situation. Tactical shooting on the other hand deals with the vagrancies 
of an actual shooting situation, which make them less than ideal.  

There are a number of things that happen in a shooting situation which make it hard to shoot 
accurately. These are all things that are out of your control, so there is no way that you can change them 
to make things easier. You’re going to have enough trouble getting a good grip, sight picture and 
controlling the trigger. Forget about things like having a good stance and having the target where you 
want it to be.  

In a tactical shooting situation, you’ll probably have to deal with a combination of the following: 

• Multiple attackers 
• Attackers at different distances 
• Attackers from different directions 
• Attackers at different heights  
• Moving attackers 
• Finding the attackers after they’ve moved  
• You moving to get under cover 
• The presence of innocent bystanders or hostages  
• Low light  
• Uneven terrain causing poor footing  

Normal target shooting doesn’t prepare you to deal with all of that. It is done under strictly controlled 
circumstances, which give you the best possible advantage. That advantage disappears when shooting 
tactically. For that reason, any tactical training must take all of that into account and provide a situation 
that simulates reality as much as possible.  



You can do a little of this on your own, if you can get the cooperation of your local shooting range. Many 
ranges will give you a little leeway in what they allow, if you are in there by yourself. Of course, that 
means finding a time when the range is empty, so that you can be there by yourself. I shoot early in the 
morning, when the range first opens, for this very reason. It is rare that I have to share the range with 
anyone else.  

It’s also helpful to be a member of your local range and get to know the owners. They are much more 
likely to allow some leeway to the rules for someone who they know is a serious shooter, than for 
someone who only comes in once in a while and doesn’t know their name.  

Many ranges also offer tactical shooting events. These are run like a competition, shooting against the 
clock. Multiple silhouette targets are set up to represent a realistic shooting scenario. Some may move 
or you may be required to move while shooting. Lighting may be low as well, making it harder to see. 
The idea is to create a situation where you have to take out multiple targets as quickly as possible, in 
order to avoid being hit yourself (don’t worry; nobody shoots at you in these events).  

Let me warn you here; if you go to one of these tactical shooting events, you’ll shoot horribly. It doesn’t 
matter how good you shoot when target shooting, when faced by a tactical situation, you’ll be surprised 
by how poorly you do. Nevertheless, don’t be discouraged, you’re there to train.  

  



Selecting	Your	Weapons		

Having the right weapons can make a huge difference when faced by an active shooter. Since these 
situations vary greatly, there is actually no perfect weapon selection that you can make. The idea is to 
figure out what will work best for you in the widest possible range of situations.  

The first thing many people think is to get the largest possible gun, so that they have the most possible 
firepower. The key thing that we’re looking at here is what is known as “knockdown power.” This is the 
gun and ammo’s ability to transfer enough energy to the target to cause them to fall down. Not all guns 
or all calibers of bullets do this equally.  

The Army .45 caliber Colt semi-automatic pistol (model 1911) was designed with this in mind. Before the 
army went to the 1911, the standard issue sidearm was a .38 long Colt. However, when the Army was 
fighting the Moro tribesmen before World War II, the .38 Colt wasn’t adequate. These guerrillas would 
attack with drugs in their system, specifically ingested to deaden the feeling of pain. When shot, they 
would keep on coming. The Army needed a sidearm that would do more than wound the Moro 
guerrillas, but would knock them down as well.  

 

Some common calibers; from left to right: .22 LR, .380, .38 special, 9mm Luger, .40, .45 ACP 

We still have this problem of drug-crazed attackers today. In the last chapter, I mentioned a police 
officer who had a gun battle with a drug addict and hit him 15 times before the criminal stopped 
advancing. Had the police officer been using a larger caliber handgun, he probably would have needed 
less shots.  

However, that isn’t always the case. Some studies indicate that being hit by any caliber bullet will cause 
over 80 percent of criminals to turn tail and run. In those cases, a .22 pistol can be just as effective as 
that .45. The key here is whether the assailant is using drugs at the time of attack or not.  

Pros	and	Cons	of	Different	Types	of	Guns	

There are several factors to take into consideration when selecting a gun. Gun type, caliber and size are 
the three major considerations. With hundreds of different pistol models, manufactured by 80 different 
manufacturers, anyone can find a pistol that meets their specific needs.  

Actual gun selection usually boils down to personal preference, more than anything else. While most 
people will consider these three different factors, ultimately it boils down to what the individual wants. 



For some, this may be a cold, calculated decision, but for most, the decision comes down to what they 
like in a handgun.  

That’s okay, because it’s important to pick a gun that you are comfortable with. You have to be 
comfortable carrying it and shooting it as well. Any gun that you are not comfortable with is much less 
likely to be carried or practiced with.  

Gun	Type	

There are three basic types of guns; revolvers, derringers and semi-automatics. All three have 
successfully been carried concealed in the past and all three can be very effective when needed. That’s 
not to say that there is no difference between them however.  

 
Revolver 

 
Semi-Automatic 

 
Derringer 

 

The first obvious difference in gun type is the number of rounds that it will hold. A derringer typically 
only provides one or two shots. A revolver will normally carry six rounds in the cylinder, although some 
compact revolvers only carry four. It is rare to find a revolver which holds more than six rounds, 
although they have been made. Semi-automatic pistols carry anywhere from five to 31 rounds in the 
magazine and the magazines are easily changed.  

That would tend to make semi-automatic pistols the clear winner. However, 70 percent of self-defense 
situations involve three rounds fired in three seconds. In that case, a derringer or revolver can handle 
the situation as well as a semi-automatic with high capacity magazines.  

When looking at revolvers, it is important to consider the difference between single-action and double-
action. Single action revolvers require the gun to be cocked before firing. This makes it so that shooting 
the weapon requires two distinct actions, slowing down the shot. A double-action revolver will cock and 
fire the weapon with the pull of the trigger. However, it has a much harder trigger pull, making it 
impossible for some people to use it. The longer, harder trigger pull also reduces accuracy.  

Caliber	

The caliber refers to the diameter of the bullet fired. Handgun bullets range from .22 inches all the way 
up to .50 inches. Obviously, the larger caliber bullets also mean that the gun itself is larger, which affects 
the ability to shoot it, as well as the ability to conceal it.  



One major consideration here is the physical strength and size of the shooter’s hands. While some 
women are muscular, most aren’t. They can’t handle as large a caliber handgun as a man can. If they try 
to use a large caliber handgun, they have trouble controlling it. With semi-automatic handguns, the 
larger caliber also means a larger, stiffer recoil spring, which may make it impossible for a woman to 
rack the slide and cock the weapon.  

Generally speaking, you should go with the largest caliber pistol that you are comfortable shooting. The 
key word there is “comfort.” If you can’t shoot a box of ammo through the gun, without your hand 
feeling like it has been beat upon, then it’s too much for you; go to a smaller caliber.  

 

 

9mm Jacketed Ball (left) and Hollow Point (right) 

When shooting smaller caliber handguns for self-defense, it is recommended to use hollow point 
ammunition, often referred to as “self-defense” ammo. The hollow point causes the bullet to expand, 
increasing the amount of damage that it can do. While this doesn’t fully make up for the difference in 
bullet diameter, it helps.  

Size	

Pistol manufacturers usually make three different sizes of handguns; standard, compact and sub-
compact. This difference in size means a difference in barrel length, a difference in handle size and for 
semi-automatic pistols, a difference in the number of rounds which will fit in the magazine. As a simple 
comparison, take a look at the following chart, showing 9mm Glock handguns: 

Model Size Barrel Length Grip Magazine Cap. 
G17 Standard 4.48 in. 3 fingers 17 rounds 
G19 Compact 4.01 in. 3 fingers 15 rounds 
G26 Subcompact 3.42 in. 2 fingers 10 rounds 

 
Barrel length affects accuracy. The longer the barrel, the farther you can shoot accurately. While no 
pistol is really considered a long-range weapon, if you are in a shooting engagement at a range of 50 
feet, the longer barrel will make a difference.  

The barrel length, overall weight and the grip all affect the recoil of the gun. Generally speaking, the 
smaller the gun, the more you feel the recoil and the harder it is to hang onto. A person with weak 
hands, shooting a subcompact pistol, might have trouble controlling it. This also affects the speed in 



which the shooter can get back on target, as the greater the recoil, the longer it takes to get back on 
target.  

On the other hand, the smaller the pistol, the easier it is to conceal. Many subcompact models, as well 
as derringers can be concealed in the front pocket of a pair of pants; that can’t be done with a standard 
sized gun. If you live in a climate where you can wear a jacket year round, then there’s no problem 
carrying the gun on your hip. But if you live in a hot climate, wearing a jacket will make you look 
suspicious, as well as making you sweat a lot. In that case, you might have to carry the gun in a pocket.  

Sights		

Sights are a very important factor in pistol selection. Most semi-automatic pistols have very well-defined 
sights, which are easy to see and to adjust. However, some subcompact models have very small sights, 
as they are designed with the idea that the shooter will be shooting instinctively, more than lining up 
their shots.  

Revolver sights vary considerably, depending upon the design of the revolver. Many use a notch cut into 
the hammer as the rear sight. This can be difficult to work with and reduce the shooter’s accuracy.  

Gun	Modifications		

Some people like to make modifications to their pistols, adding different types of sights, tactical lights 
and changing the trigger out for one with a lighter pull. While some of these are simply personal 
preference and really don’t affect your ability to use the gun in a real shooting scenario, others are quite 
useful and should be considered.  

Glocks are probably the most customizable handguns around, due to their popularity and the similarities 
that exist between all Glock models. Generally speaking, any accessory that works for one Glock model 
will work for all Glock models, with the exception of magazines. Other models of handguns may not 
have as many options for customization available; in part due to the gun’s design and in part due to the 
popularity of that particular gun model.  

The first thing that most people think about customizing on their pistol is the sights. Some guns don’t 
come with adjustable sights, but they are available as an aftermarket accessory. Before changing out the 
sights, make sure that your shooting is consistent enough to justify it. There is no sense in putting 
adjustable sights on a gun, if you are shooting all over the target.  

Tritium night sights are a very worthwhile addition to any gun. When faced with low-light situations, 
regular sights may not be very visible. Considering that about half of the active shooting situations are 
low light, tritium sights are a great investment. They glow in the dark, making your sights visible.  

Laser sights are a common upgrade which many people like. There are two schools of thought about 
laser sights. Some are against them, because any shooter should learn how to sight their gun without 
the laser. I firmly agree with this in principle. If you can’t shoot a gun accurately with the regular “iron 



sights” then don’t bother with laser sights. However, laser sights do provide an advantage, in that they 
are excellent for shooting from the hip, as well as people who don’t have good vision.  

I have problems with my eyes, requiring that I wear tri-focal glasses in order to be able to see the sights 
on my guns. I can also use my computer glasses, but that only helps if I am at home, where I am likely to 
be wearing them. My eyes can’t focus on the front sight without the right glasses, because of the 
distance the front sight is from my eyes. For me, having laser sights on my guns allows me to shoot 
accurately with my guns, no matter what glasses I have on. I must state though, that I can shoot less 
than a one inch group with my guns, using the iron sights; so I’m not totally dependent on my laser 
sight.  

 

Glock 17, 9mm with Crimson Trace laser (attached to back of handle)  
and tactical light (attached forward of the trigger guard) 

Another useful addition is a tactical light. Having a tactical light attached to your gun, rather than one 
you have to hold in your hand, allows you to use both hands for shooting, improving your accuracy. 
However, there is a down side to a gun mounted light; that is that the light can be seen from much 
farther away than it can illuminate, marking you as a target for the bad guys.  

Extended magazine releases and extended slide releases are also useful modifications to a handgun, if 
available. Depending upon the size of your hands, they can make it easier for you to reload quicker. 
While that is usually not an issue in most shooting situations, it does help you to be more prepared.  

Selecting	a	Gun	that	Works	For	You	

Selecting the right gun and the right modifications is a very personal decision. What works for one 
person may not work for another. You have to find what works for you. This may take some time and 
some experimentation. It’s not unusual for a serious shooter to have several extra holsters, sets of sights 
and triggers sitting around, which they had tried on their guns, and abandoned for something else. If 
that happens to you, don’t feel bad, you’re not alone.  



Part of the selection process is determining how you are going to carry your gun. Some guns are too 
large to carry concealed in some manners. So, the decision of what gun to carry and how you will carry it 
are interrelated; you can’t really do one without the other.  

Whatever gun you choose has to be something you enjoy shooting and that you can shoot well. If you 
enjoy shooting it, you’re more likely to practice regularly, an important part of maintaining and 
improving your proficiency. That also means that it has to be a gun which doesn’t leave you feeling like 
your hand has been beaten up. I’ve seen some shooters who felt they had to shoot a large caliber pistol, 
but avoiding shooting it because it made their hand hurt.  

Don’t feel that you have to stick with a gun if you find that you don’t like it; you can always sell that gun 
and buy another. The used gun market is very active and guns don’t depreciate in value much. Gun 
shops are usually willing to take them in on trade, as well.  

Many gun ranges have a selection of rental guns that you can use. This is a great way of testing out 
different types of guns, before making a decision to purchase one in particular. Shooting a box or two of 
ammunition through a gun will give you a great feel for it and how you like it.  

  



Pros	&	Cons	of	Different	Ways	to	Carry		

Different states have different requirements for concealed carry. Some require that the gun remain 
concealed, regardless of how the person moves. If the tip of a belt-mounted holster shows when the 
person raises their arms, then they are breaking the law. Other states are more lenient, accepting that 
the gun is concealed, as long as a reasonable effort is made to conceal it; accidental exposure is 
considered acceptable.  

In no case can the gun be taken out of the holster to be used in a threatening manner. Concealed carry 
permit holders merely have the right to carry for self-defense; not for any offensive manner. That’s why 
some states are picky about it remaining concealed; considering that an accidental reveling of the gun 
could be taken as threatening.  

Another difference in the way that states define the word “concealed” is whether or not they allow 
“printing” of the firearm through the clothing. Printing refers to whether the outline of the gun is made 
visible by the fabric of the garment following the contour of the gun. Tight clothing and clothing with 
stretchy material is much more likely to do this than loose, baggy clothing made out of a fabric that 
doesn’t stretch.  

Regardless of which way your state leans, the requirements are more or less the same; you have to carry 
the gun in a way that fully conceals it. The idea here is that people can’t see that you are carrying it. If 
you think about that, it actually gives you an advantage; as criminals won’t know that you are armed. So, 
when you draw your gun, you will be able to surprise them.  

Like many things in life, selecting the right means of carrying your firearm concealed is a series of 
tradeoffs. You must keep it concealed, but at the same time don’t want to wear clothing that draws 
attention to the fact that you’re armed. It’s also important that the firearm be readily accessible, so that 
you can draw it quickly if needed. At the same time, you want to be comfortable with it, as being 
uncomfortable will lessen your desire to carry.  

Belt	Holster	

The belt holster is by far the most common means of carrying a pistol concealed. There are a wide 
variety of materials and models of holsters made for carrying on the belt, many which are designed to 
work with specific models of pistols. The belt is a convenient place to carry, providing easy access for 
drawing in a wide variety of circumstances.  



 

The drawback to a belt holster is that it requires wearing a jacket or other garment to cover the pistol. 
This works out fine in situations where wearing a jacket would be normal, such as cooler climates and 
for people who regularly wear a suit. But for those who dress more casually or live in hot climates, 
wearing a jacket is tantamount to saying “I’m armed.”  

In	Waistband		

The in waistband holster is a modification of the belt holster, with the holster being attached to the belt, 
but placed inside the waistband of the pants. This conceals the holster and pistol better, as no part of 
the holster below the top of the waistband is visible, except for the clip. There is also less “printing” of 
the gun, as the design of the holster and the heavier fabric of the pants do a better job of hiding it.  

 

An in the waistband holster can be hidden by wearing a jacket, but a jacket is not necessary. Another 
option is to wear a casual shirt which can be worn on the outside of the pants, rather than tucked in. 
This effectively conceals the gun and holster, making an excellent option for hotter climates.  

Small	of	Back	

The small of the back is another variation on the belt holster. The only real difference here is the 
position in which the gun is carried. Rather than being on the hip, it is carried in the small of the back. 
This is generally more concealable, as there is a natural hollow there, which the gun fits into nicely.  



 

Like the belt holster, carrying in the small of the back requires wearing a jacket to conceal the gun and 
holster. The holster may be uncomfortable for some people while sitting, as the gun essentially becomes 
a rather hard lower lumbar support.  

Ankle	Holster		

An ankle holster is an elastic band attached around the ankle, usually attached by Velcro. It is intended 
to be covered by your pants. While a pistol may print slightly on the pants leg, few people bother to look 
at the ankles of other people, making this type of holster hard to detect.  

 

Ankle holsters can only be used with sub-compact semi-automatic pistols and other very small guns. 
They can be very uncomfortable to wear, until you get used to them. Most people feel that the pistol is 
likely to come out of the holster, but they hold the pistol very securely. The biggest problem with an 
ankle holster is that it is an inconvenient location, requiring that the user squat or kneel to draw their 
gun.  

Thigh	Holster		

Thigh holsters, like ankle holsters are elastic bands. They are intended for use by women, who wear 
them under their dress or skirt; usually with the gun on the inside of their support side thigh. Like ankle 
holsters, they are inconvenient for gaining access to the pistol, especially if the woman has a long skirt 
on. With a short skirt, they are much quicker and easier.  



 

Most people have a problem with thigh holsters in that they end up banging into the gun with their 
other thigh. About the only people who don’t have this problem are those whose legs are extremely 
thin.  

Pocket	Holster	

A pocket holster is designed to be used with extremely small semi-automatic pistols, which have been 
designed for the pocket. These are usually smaller than sub-compact pistols, although they have a 
similar magazine capacity and handle length. The holster holds the pistol in an upright position in the 
front pants pocket, making it easy to draw.  

 

Pocket holsters are not held in place, so they can come out with the gun when drawing, getting caught 
on the fabric and slowing the draw. They are also horrible for situations where you are seated, as getting 
into the front pants pocket while seated is almost impossible. However, the gun is very well concealed. 
This is one of the few methods which can be used effectively while wearing shorts and still conceal the 
gun from view.  

Shoulder	Holster		

The shoulder holster is one of the earliest concealed carry holster designs. It allows any sized pistol to be 
carried under the jacket, as well as extra magazines. The gun is carried on the support side, allowing 
easy access from the strong hand. Access is extremely quick and easy, even when seated.  



 

Like the belt holster, shoulder holsters require wearing a jacket for concealment. They hide the gun 
extremely good while moving, but are also extremely obvious if the jacket is removed. They are also one 
of the more comfortable concealed carry options.  

Appendix	Carry		

The appendix carry is a modification of the in waistband carry, wearing the gun and holster to the front, 
rather than to the side or back. Depending upon the size of the gun and the design of the holster, the 
gun might be totally hidden inside the pants, or sticking above the pants with the shirt tail covering it.  

An appendix carry can be uncomfortable for some people or with some guns, as it can cause the gun to 
dig into the lower abdomen. It is basically inaccessible while seated, like the pocket holster. However, 
the natural curve of the body leaves a good hiding place there for the pistol, making it very well hidden, 
especially for men, whose pants are not as tight.  

Concealed	Carry	Undergarments		

Some companies manufacture concealed carry undershirts and underwear, which have a built-in 
holster. The shirts allow carrying of a gun in essentially the same position as a shoulder holster. The 
concealed carry underwear allows for carrying the gun either in an appendix carry in about the position 
of the hip pocket on a pair of pants.  

The big problem with these undergarments is their cost. You need a number of them and each one costs 
as much as buying a holster. They also put the gun in a place where it is not highly accessible, requiring 
the movement of other clothing to access it.  



 

The concealed carry bra is a modified brassiere, which is made much more rugged than a normal bra to 
hold the additional weight of a gun. They only work with a small number of handgun models. The gun is 
suspended from the bra by a clip which is located at the juncture between the breasts. For a large-
breasted women wearing a loose top, the gun is virtually invisible. However, like the other types of 
undergarments, getting to the gun requires moving other clothing out of the way.  

Concealed	Carry	Purse	

There are a number of models of concealed carry purses. They are normal shoulder bags, which have 
been designed to have a padded zipper compartment for a gun. The purse is worn with this 
compartment against the body, with the zipper towards the front. They allow for carrying almost any 
sized handgun, except for the largest, long-barreled revolvers.  

 

For a women who has a purse with her, the concealed carry purse is probably the best way of carrying a 
concealed handgun. Most women’s clothing, especially stylish women’s clothing is too tight to allow 
much space for a handgun, without it printing on the fabric.  

The one drawback with a concealed carry purse is that the woman has to have it with her at all times. 
Setting her purse down is the same as losing control of her handgun. There is always a possibility of 
someone stealing her purse or even a curious child digging through it and finding the handgun.  



Fanny	Pack		

There is a special type of fanny pack designed specifically for concealed carry. It can accommodate all 
standard sized handguns, as well as a spare magazine. The fanny pack is normally worn to the back, and 
swiveled around to the front for use. A double zipper makes it quick and easy to open. The gun and 
magazine are held in place by Velcro straps, which do not impede drawing the gun.  

 

While a bit more obvious than other forms of concealed carry, the fanny pack doesn’t give its owner 
away, simply because most people don’t expect it. They see a fanny pack, rather than a holster. It looks 
enough like other fanny packs to prevent recognition.  

The fanny pack also has the advantage of keeping the gun accessible in any position. People who wear 
fanny packs for other reasons typically move them around to the front or side when they sit, so this 
action would seem normal. It is effective with casual clothes, even shorts, which make the wearing of a 
fanny pack appear more normal.  

 

Whatever type of holster you eventually settle on should be something that you can wear pretty much 
all the time. You want to get to the point where your muscle memory is trained to the point where you 
can draw your gun, pretty much without thinking about it. If you have to start the process by thinking 
“What holster am I wearing today?” you’ve lost valuable time.  

It may be possible that your day-to-day wardrobe and your casual wardrobe are different enough that 
you can’t use the same type of holster all the time. If that is the case, you may want to consider 
changing the style of your casual clothing to allow you to carry in the same way as you do when you are 
working. If that isn’t possible, look for ways in which you can have two different holsters that are as 
similar as possible, with you carrying the gun at the same place on your body. That will make it easier for 
you to switch back and forth between the two.  

You need to practice drawing from whatever holster or holsters you eventually select to the point where 
you can do it without thinking. In an active shooting situation, a one second difference can mean 
someone’s life. The more automatic you can make the mechanics of drawing and preparing to fire, the 
more you can concentrate on the situation, your target, other malefactors and any innocent bystanders.  

  



Now	that	You	Have	a	License,	What?		

So, you’ve gone through all the trouble of getting a concealed carry permit, you’ve got a gun, done a 
little practice and even settled on a holster, congratulations. You’ve taken the first few important steps 
towards making sure that you aren’t going to become a victim. But before you start walking down the 
street with all the confidence of Clint Eastwood or John Wayne, there are a few other details to think 
about.  

You see, the most important part of carrying a firearm is the mental preparation that you need, so that 
you are ready to use it. If you aren’t really prepared, both mentally and emotionally, then you may just 
be creating danger for yourself by having that gun. Any hesitation on your part could lead to a criminal 
taking that gun out of your hand and using it against you.  

Most criminals are bullies. That means that they put on a good show about how tough they are, but 
inside they’re really chicken. While that means that they’re likely to turn and run when confronted by an 
armed victim, it also means that they are likely to do something crazy. Fear drives people to do the 
craziest things; things that a rational person would never think of doing.  

The good news is that 70 percent of the time when a law-abiding citizen protects themselves with a gun, 
no shots are fired. In those cases, just standing up to a criminal with a gun is enough to get them to 
change their mind and leave. If you are fortunate enough to have one of those cases, then you win the 
battle, without ever having to fire a shot. That’s much better than having to kill an assailant in order to 
protect your life or the life of a loved one, and then having to live with that for the rest of your life.  

The bad news is that those other 30 percent are the truly dangerous ones. They are likely to choose to 
shoot, rather than run. Whether they are shooting out of fear, malice or because they are on drugs 
really doesn’t matter; the point is that if they don’t run, they’re likely to shoot.  

According to the law in most states, it is legal to kill in self-defense. That is usually defined as killing 
when you are in imminent danger of loss of life. While the details of how that is determined vary from 
state to state, it generally means that you are facing an armed assailant, who is close enough to do you 
harm. If they have a gun, “close enough” means that they are close enough that it is clear that they 
intend to commit a crime. At home, that means inside your home. When away from home, that means 
facing you in a store or other public place.  

Some states only allow you to shoot if the bad guys have demonstrated their willingness to use their 
guns. In other words, you have to let them shoot first. If you think about it, that’s a good recipe to get 
killed. They might just have a lucky shot as their first shot and take you out. If that happens, it won’t 
matter that you’ve got a gun too.  

In those cases, you’re going to have to make a judgment call. In order to protect yourself, you’re going 
to need to shoot before they can shoot you. At the same time, in order to protect yourself legally, you’re 
going to have to wait until the last possible moment to shoot, once it’s clear that they are going to.  



Knives are a little different. It is a generally accepted fact that an assailant that is within 21 feet of you 
with a knife in their hands is an imminent threat. The idea is that you can’t draw and fire faster than 
they can close the distance and stab you. In reality, the distance is much larger, as the tests which have 
been run to determine that 21 foot distance don’t take into account reaction time. In every test, the 
person with the gun is expecting to be charged with a knife, so they have virtually no reaction time.  

In no case is an assailant considered an imminent threat if they are not facing you, but in fact facing 
away. In other words, if they come into your home to rob you and you can’t draw your gun because they 
have the drop on you, you can’t shoot them when they turn away. They may have stolen a million 
dollars from you, but they are no longer an imminent threat.  

The bigger issue isn’t whether they are a threat, but whether you are prepared to deal with that threat. 
I’m not talking about training yourself in the use of a handgun right now, I’m talking about the mental 
preparation. If you aren’t ready mentally, you’re not ready.  

I don’t remember where I first heard them, but there are two rules about using guns in self-defense, 
which I firmly believe. The first is, “Never pull a gun, unless you’re planning on using it.” You should 
never try threatening someone with a gun; there’s no way you can know how they will react. Some may 
shoot immediately, before you can have a chance to. So, never pull your gun out unless you are mentally 
and emotionally ready to shoot.  

The second rule dovetails nicely with the first. It says, “Never shoot, unless you’re planning on killing 
what you’re shooting at.” In other words, forget about shooting to wound. If you are shooting at 
someone in order to protect yourself, shoot at center mass; try and do the most damage possible.  

That doesn’t mean that you desire to kill the assailant. Your goal is to stop them from doing you any 
harm. If you continue shooting after they are no longer capable of harming you, there is a good chance 
that you could be charged with murder. Once they fall down and are clearly out of the game, don’t 
shoot at them anymore. Until that time, try and make every shot a killing one.  

Now, here’s the mental part. Are you ready to do that? Have you thought it through to the point where 
you could pull out your gun and kill someone, if that was necessary to defend yourself or your loved 
ones? If not, you’re not ready to carry. Doing anything less than shooting quickly and accurately, with 
the intent of putting them down before they can put you down will only endanger you more. 

When	Should	You	Carry?	

Different people have different ideas about when they carry. Some might only carry when they are 
taking a large cash deposit from their place of business to the bank. Others might only carry when they 
are at work. Still others carry whenever they are away from home.  

While this is a decision you must make for yourself, I would like to suggest that you carry all the time. 
There is no way that any of us can know when we are likely to run into an encounter where we need a 
gun. By only carrying it part time, you limit your ability to react.  



The whole idea of carrying concealed is to give you the capability to defend yourself and those around 
you. While it may seem as if there are certain circumstances in which you are more at risk, than you are 
at others, the fact of the matter is that we are all always at risk. Going to the bank doesn’t make you 
more at risk, unless there are criminals who know that you are going to the bank with a large amount of 
cash in your pocket.  

What we usually do is evaluate risk based upon potential loss, rather than actual risk. In other words, we 
carry the gun when we have that large cash deposit, because there is a risk of losing more if we are 
robbed, not because the chances of getting robbed are any greater. Carrying that money really doesn’t 
put a sign over out head saying, “Rob me;” even if we feel like it does. 

Thieves really don’t think logically. If they did, they would find honest work to do. Even though most 
convenience stores have safes that can’t be opened by store personnel and the clerks don’t keep much 
cash in the cash drawer, convenience stores are still one of the most common places to be robbed. Any 
time you are in a convenience store, especially at night, there is a risk of robbery.  

Another favorite target of criminals is liquor stores. Knowing this, liquor store owners regularly go 
around armed and have guns hidden under the counter. Chances of being shot in the process of 
attempting a robbery are higher in a liquor store than just about anywhere else (except a gun store), yet 
crooks regularly throw the dice and try to rob liquor stores.  

The point I’m trying to make here is that you and I don’t know when we’ll find ourselves thrust into a 
dangerous situation. Since we’ve gone through all the trouble of getting a concealed carry license, it only 
makes sense to carry all the time. That way, we always have the ability to defend ourselves.  

 

If you’re always carrying, does that mean at home too? A lot of people with concealed carry permits 
carry when they’re away from home, but don’t carry when they’re at home. They shed their gun, just 
like shedding their coat. Is that right, or not? 

Well, how many of those people have a gun in their nightstand, just in case someone breaks into their 
home in the middle of the night? Okay, how much good will that gun in the nightstand do you, if a thief 
comes through your front door while you’re watching a movie in the living room? While a home may not 
be as rich a target as a liquor store, there are an awful lot of crooks around who specialize in breaking 
into homes.  

It used to be that thieves would wait to break into a home until they were sure that there was nobody 
home. Today’s criminals are getting bolder and less patient. They’ll break into a home, incapacitate the 
family and get what they want, perhaps stopping long enough to rape any good looking women in the 
house.  

These criminals come into the house expecting to confront the people living there. They use a variety of 
different means to incapacitate them, such as a bright strobe light to confuse them until they can knock 
them down, tasers and other things we would normally think of as “self-defense” weapons. The point is 



that they move quickly to incapacitate the people in the home, so that they can then take their time to 
steal whatever they want.  

If they are moving quickly to incapacitate you, you’re not going to have time to run to the bedroom and 
grab your gun. Oh, if you’re already in the bedroom and have an idea of what’s going on, you might be 
able to grab it from the nightstand, but that’s about it. Unless you have a gun with you when they come 
through your door, you don’t have a chance.  

Based on that, I’d say that carrying concealed means doing so from the time you wake up to the time 
you lay down. That way, you always have the ability to protect those who are most important to you.  

Awareness	and	Alert	Levels		

While carrying a gun is important for self-defense, I hope I’ve already made the point that it is your 
attitude, more than your gun, which will protect you. You need to be ready to use the gun at a 
moment’s notice. Any indecision on your part plays into your enemy’s hands.  

As I mentioned in the last section, criminals are counting on you not being ready. The couple of seconds 
it takes you to switch over from your “not ready” mode to “ready for action” is all they need to defeat 
you. That first few seconds is the most critical time in any engagement; the faster you can get through it 
and begin to take action, the greater your chances of winning the encounter.  

In order to get into action quickly, you’ve got to be ready. That means you’ve got to be aware of what’s 
going on around you, so that when something happens, you’re already starting to react.  

Most people go through life unaware of what’s going on around them. They’re like a horse with blinders 
on. All they see is what’s right in front of their faces. Something can be happening beside them, and they 
don’t even know it. These people are likely to become victims. If you’re going to carry concealed, you’ve 
got to break out of that mode and become more aware.  

There are four levels of awareness and alert, which are used to describe one’s ability to react to a 
dangerous situation: 

• Condition White – This is where most people are; ignoring what’s 
going on around them. If something happens, they’ll be surprised. 
The only time you should be in condition white is when you’re 
asleep.  

• Condition Yellow – This is where you should spend most of your 
time. In condition yellow, you are aware of everything that is going 
on around you. Your head is on a swivel, looking for potential 
threats. You’re not paranoid, just keeping an eye on everyone and 
everything.  



• Condition Orange – Once you recognize a potential threat, you move into condition orange. In 
this state, you are watching a threat you’ve identified, while also keeping aware of the 
possibility of other threats. As part of watching the threat, you are evaluating it, its actions and 
developing a plan for how you will deal with that threat.  

• Condition Red – When it is clear that you will have to take some action, you move into condition 
red. While your gun is not yet in your hand, you’ve got your hand close to it. You might move 
from your position to a more advantageous one for confronting the threat. You are on a hair 
trigger, waiting for a weapon to appear in their hands, telling you to draw.  

Staying in condition yellow requires practice; we are all used to living in condition white. As you are 
learning, you’ll find yourself slipping back and forth between white and yellow. That’s to be expected, as 
you’re forming new habits. Eventually, you’ll get to the point where you can stay in condition yellow, 
without having to concentrate on it.  

You may find after a while that you are slipping back and forth between condition yellow and condition 
orange. This is what you want. While the idea is to stay in condition yellow, you will encounter potential 
threats throughout the day. When you do, you should automatically move over to condition orange and 
start evaluating the threat. If you determine that there is nothing to worry about, you can very easily slip 
back into condition yellow.  

Mental	Evaluation	and	Planning		

Part of being aware and preparing to deal with an active shooter situation is to go through the mental 
exercise of evaluating scenarios, with an eye towards determining what action you would take. This 
planning process is healthy and can save you valuable seconds should you ever be faced with the need 
to defend yourself.  

You should mentally prepare plans for dealing with armed intruders for everyplace that you regularly go 
to. If your work, for example, has three entrances, you need to decide what would be your best course 
of action, should armed intruders come in through any of those entrances. If you are not always in the 
same place in the building, how would that affect your reaction? What other people are likely to be 
around and how will that affect your ability to shoot. What can you do to keep those other people out of 
the line of fire?  

This sort of mental exercise is called “contingency planning.” It’s an informal form of the same sort of 
planning that police and fire departments do in order to be ready to respond to various types of 
emergencies. That way, when the emergency happens, they don’t have to stop and think of what to do; 
they just have to follow their plan.  

Since anyone’s ability to think is impeded in such a situation, contingency planning can mean the 
difference between an effective reaction and one that gets people killed. By taking the time to plan out 
your actions, you will be more effective, reacting quicker and will be able to concentrate on shooting, 
rather than on everything else.  



What	to	do	When	Faced	by	an	Armed	Criminal		

Ideally, your awareness will allow you to draw your gun as soon as the threat materializes, giving you 
the ability to react to the threat immediately. Considering that criminals really don’t expect that, it will 
give you the benefit of surprise, taking it away from them.  

Unfortunately, things rarely go as we would want them to. There’s a very good chance that you won’t be 
able to draw your gun quite that quickly, even if you are aware of the situation. All it takes for that to 
happen is for the criminals to walk through the door with their guns in their hands. In that case, no 
matter how aware you are, they’ll still have the drop on you.  

That’s where things start getting dangerous. Any move on your part could be interpreted as a threat, 
causing them to shoot first. What you need to do is find an opportunity to draw, where they won’t see 
you telegraphing your intentions by your motion. This means that they are either looking in another 
direction or they are expecting your hand to go to where your pistol is, such as if you were getting out 
your wallet.  

Once again, by drawing your gun when they are expecting you to reach for your wallet gives you the 
element of surprise. That could be enough for you to shoot first, overcoming them and winning the 
engagement.  

You should always move when drawing, either dropping to one knee or moving to the side. This makes 
you a harder target to hit, giving you a momentary advantage. While they might shoot, chances are 
they’ll miss. Once you draw, keep moving, so that you make it harder for them to hit you. As much as 
possible, make sure that you are moving in such a way as to keep innocents out of the line of fire.  

There’s a new saying that’s gaining a lot of currency; “Anything worth shooting is worth shooting twice.” 
This is the concept behind the double tap, which many police forces are using these days. The idea is 
that one hit is not likely to knock down an assailant; therefore, it’s best to shoot them twice.  

Never bother with a warning shot. Not only are they a waste of ammo, but in most states they are 
illegal. Warning shots are considered “unlawful discharge of a firearm,” which is actually an infraction of 
municipal law, rather than state law. The reason it is illegal is the high risk that is posed by a warning 
shot. Since you are not shooting at the criminal, it can be fairly assumed that you’re not going to hit the 
criminal; but that shot is going to hit something or maybe even someone.  

Any shot fired into the air, which is where most warning shots are fired, is going to come down 
somewhere, possibly hitting an innocent person a half mile away. If you shoot into the ground, your 
bullet might hit a rock and ricochet, hitting an innocent bystander. Either way, there is a risk.  

Always be sure of who or what is in line with your target, either in front of it or behind it. You are 
responsible for whatever you hit. If you accidentally shoot an innocent bystander in the process of trying 
to stop a criminal, you could face charges for manslaughter. Carrying a gun carries with it the 
responsibility of answering for whatever you do with that gun.  



If you are faced with multiple assailants, shoot one which is the biggest threat twice and then move on 
to the next biggest threat, shooting them twice. These should be shots to center mass, so that you have 
the biggest potential of hitting them and doing some damage. Continue in this manner until you have hit 
all the assailants. Then, go back to the first one and start over; this time, making slower aimed shots to 
the head.  

Don’t stop shooting until your assailants stop attacking. If they lose their weapon, surrender or fall, then 
stop shooting. However, don’t drop your guard, as they could start shooting again, even from the 
ground. Keep your gun on them, until you are sure that they are dead or disarmed and restrained.  

Let me remind you here. You don’t need to kill them; you just need to stop them. If you keep on 
shooting, once they are out of action, it can be considered manslaughter. While your shots should be 
aimed with the intent to kill, that’s really not your goal. Do whatever you have to do, but don’t overdo it. 
The last thing you need is for some witness to tell the police that you kept shooting, even though the 
attacker was obviously out of commission.   



Your	Rights	and	Responsibilities	as	a	Concealed	Carry	Holder		

Having a concealed carry permit doesn’t automatically turn you into Wyatt Earp or Doc Holliday; in fact, 
it gives you very few rights that other citizens don’t have. The only true advantage that having a 
concealed carry permit gives you is that you can carry a firearm concealed into places where citizens 
who don’t have a permit can’t carry them.  

This is quite an advantage as it allows you the capability of making sure that you have a firearm with you 
at all times. That at least gives you the ability to defend yourself, rather than being an unarmed victim.  

Besides that one advantage, which is actually a pretty big one, there are no further legal benefits given 
to those who have a concealed carry permit. They have to obey the same laws as everyone else does. In 
other words, they can’t just pull their gun out because they want to, they can’t threaten people with it, 
they can’t use it to end an argument, and they have no more right to shoot someone, than someone 
who doesn’t have a concealed carry permit.  

The law in most states recognizes the individual’s right to defend themselves. As part of that, killing in 
self-defense is usually not considered murder or even manslaughter. Regardless of whether or not you 
have a concealed carry permit, killing in self-defense is generally acceptable. Some states go further 
than this, by allowing killing in the defense of others and of property.  

There’s one catch in these laws; that is, that law enforcement and the court have to agree that the 
killing was in self-defense and was necessary. As long as the court agrees with you, you’re home free.  

This may mean that you are charged with a crime by the police and have to defend yourself in court; if 
the facts of the case aren’t all that clear. However, in cases where the shooting is clearly in self-defense, 
the police will often see that and allow you to go, without any charges being brought against you. Like in 
other things we’ve looked at, a lot of this has to do with the political climate towards guns in the state in 
which you live.  

While going to court to defend your actions is a nuisance, it’s better than going to the cemetery for your 
own funeral. Likewise, going to jail for protecting your daughter from being raped is better than having 
her become a rape victim. None of us want any of these results to our actions, but when we take up 
arms in the defense of family, we have to accept that they are a very real possibility.  

It is important to be sure that if you shoot, you have valid reason to do so; that’s your only true defense. 
Murder is still murder, even if you have a concealed carry license. The only way to avoid being charged 
with murder is to be sure that you have sufficient valid reason to shoot, before pulling your gun out.  

That mean that you should never draw your gun in anger or without proper aforethought. When we 
shoot in anger, our judgment is clouded; we may understand an act as being aggressive or life-
threatening, even though it isn’t. While circumstances may not offer you much time to think, always be 
sure that you take that moment to think about your reasons for drawing a gun, before doing so.  



Of course, if there is an armed assailant present who is threatening your life or the lives of others, then 
there really isn’t much doubt about whether or not you should draw your gun. If they start shooting, 
then you have ample justification for doing so as well. But be careful; just because they are waving a gun 
around doesn’t mean that they are planning on using it. They could be only trying to intimidate.  

The bad guys always have the advantage of initiative. They are the ones who start the events and they 
are the ones who resort to violence first. It has to be this way. While tactics would dictate that we take 
preemptive action, the law dictates that we can’t.  

What	Happens	After	You	Shoot?	

Surviving a live shooting encounter is bad enough; surviving the aftermath can be even worse. The 
police will need to be called, so that they can investigate the shooting. You and all witnesses to the 
incident will be questioned, as the police try and ascertain what happened and whether or not your use 
of lethal force was justified under the law. Depending upon how the event appears to the police, you 
may be arrested and you may have to stand trial.  

What you do and how you react during this time period is very important. The last thing you want to do 
is to say anything that could incriminate you. You are often better off saying nothing at all, than saying 
something that could end up being misunderstood. The risk of this is highest right after the event, when 
the details are confused in your mind and your emotions are bouncing up and down.  

Whoever calls the police needs to tell them that a concealed carry permit holder is on site. If you are 
holding a suspect at gunpoint, such as might be the case if you foiled a robbery, they need to be advised 
of that as well. Otherwise, when the police arrive and see you holding a gun, they will assume that 
you’re one of the bad guys and treat you accordingly.  

Before the police arrive, you want to holster your gun or put it down. If you have a suspect in custody, 
have somebody bind their hands and feet, so that they can’t escape. That will allow you to holster your 
gun and not appear threatening to the police.  

The 5th Amendment to the Constitution gives you the right to remain silent. In the reading of your 
“rights” the police use the phrase “anything you say can and will be used against you in a court of law.” 
Keep that in mind. There’s nothing that says that what you say can or will be used to acquit you, only 
that it can and will be used against you. There’s nothing you can say to the police which will convince 
them that you are innocent. If they don’t determine that from the physical evidence and statements 
made by witnesses, you can’t convince them.  

You have to realize that police are trained interrogators and are accustomed to dealing with the worst 
elements of society. They aren’t looking to see if you are innocent, they are starting with the premise 
that they have to prove you guilty. In such a case, it is very easy for you to say something which will be 
misconstrued and turned against you.  



At some point in time you will have to talk; if not beforehand, before a judge. However, by waiting you 
have time to make sure you have the sequence of events straight in your head and you know what 
happened. That will help prevent you’re saying something incriminating by accident.  

Sometimes, the police can determine immediately that you thwarted a crime and the shooting was 
necessary. In those cases, there will be no reason to arrest you and you’ll go free. That doesn’t mean 
that they can’t change their minds later and come back for you, but that’s not very likely to happen. If 
they can’t make that determination, you’ll be arrested, booked and arraigned. You should be able to get 
out on bail, although they will keep your gun for evidence until the case is decided.  

Besides criminal prosecution, you may also face civil charges. If you wound a criminal, they can try and 
sue you. Being acquitted from the criminal charges will usually cause you to win the civil case as well, 
but not always.  

If you are going to carry concealed, it’s a good idea to buy legal insurance to protect you from the legal 
costs associated with defending yourself from both the criminal and civil charges. Lawyer fees can be 
extremely expensive and some of these cases can go on and on. The minimal monthly cost of paying for 
legal insurance can save you a lot of money in that case. There are several companies that provide such 
insurance, with www.USConcealedCarry.net being the largest of them.  

Concealed	Carry	and	Traveling		

Many states have reciprocal agreements, allowing those who have a concealed carry license to use their 
license to carry concealed in the other state. Before traveling, it is a good idea to check on the laws for 
the states you are planning on passing through, to find out what their laws say about carrying a 
handgun. An excellent resource for this is the NRA website. There are other websites which also have 
this information available. Two of the best are: 

• www.usacary.com  
• www.nraila.org  

As much as I would like to provide that information to you in this book, it isn’t practical as I would have 
to provide a list for each resident state, showing all of the other 49 states. Since these are state-to-state 
agreements, there is no blanket list that covers all situations.  

States will also differ as to the places where carrying concealed are prohibited. Some states have no 
prohibited locations, while other states have extensive lists of them. One of the easiest mistakes to 
make is to assume that the state you are visiting will have the same restrictions as the state you live in. 
The abovementioned websites will provide you with updated information about these restrictions.  

Some people who carry firearms also carry a knife. Here again, laws vary from state to state. Most states 
issue a “concealed firearms permit” which only allows you to carry a pistol concealed. Others have a 
“concealed weapons permit” which expands its coverage to all types of weapons. Never assume that 
anything more than a pocket knife is acceptable to carry, unless you are hunting or fishing, in which case 
carrying an appropriate hunting or fishing knife is allowed.  



Concealed carry also varies in the sense of carrying in vehicles. Some states allow carrying a loaded 
firearm in the vehicle, with or without a concealed carry permit. In some of these states, the weapon 
must be concealed, while in others it must be left out in the open. States will also have specific 
requirements about whether or not you have to inform a police officer, if you are pulled over to the side 
of the road.  

Recently, a holder of a concealed carry permit traveled to another state which doesn’t accept out of 
state permits. Knowing this, the licensee decided to leave his gun at home. The state police in the state 
he was visiting pulled him over and detained him, merely because of the knowledge that he had a 
concealed carry permit. They would not accept his explanation that he had left the gun at home, 
because his wife, who didn’t like guns, couldn’t substantiate it. Instead, she told the police officers, “I 
don’t know where it is.”  

While this is a rare case, we are likely to see more of this happening, as some liberal-leaning states work 
harder to restrict firearm ownership. Should you end up in a state which doesn’t widely accept 
concealed carry and doesn’t accept out of state licenses, you could end up in a difficult legal bind; 
especially as it seems that many of these states are looking for cases which they can try as an example 
to others.  

If you need to bring your firearms with you, but are passing through a state that doesn’t recognize your 
concealed carry permit, you can usually get around this by unloading the gun and putting it in a locked 
gun case in the trunk of your car. As long as it isn’t accessible from the passenger compartment, that 
state would have very little in the way of grounds to charge you with anything.  

The exception to this would be in cases where you are carrying a firearm which is considered illegal in 
that state. So far, the only states where this is an issue are: 

• New York 
• New Jersey 
• Connecticut 
• California 

In those states, some firearms, specifically AR-15s or pistols with high-capacity magazines, have been 
made illegal. Should you have a prohibited gun in your car, while passing through those states, it would 
be considered a felony. Once again, check on the laws of any states that you will be passing through, 
before leaving on your trip.  

Concealed	Carry	and	Air	Travel		

It is possible to carry your firearms with you when traveling by air, although you can’t carry them on 
your person or in any carry-on luggage. They can only be carried in checked luggage. The firearms must 
be unloaded and in a locked, hard-sided gun case. Ammunition must be carried either in the original 
manufacturer’s box or a box specifically made for the storage of ammunition, such as those used by 
people who reload their own. The ammunition cannot be in the locked case with the pistol.  



An easy way to accommodate these regulations is to buy a two-sided locking gun case. That way, the 
guns can be carried in one side of the case and the magazines and ammunition can be carried in the 
other side.  

 

You must declare all firearms at the time of checking your baggage and sign a card certifying that they 
are unloaded. The card will be placed in the gun case or taped to the outside of the case by a 
representative of the airline you are traveling with. At the same time, they will need to see the firearms, 
to verify that they are unloaded.  

When you arrive at your destination, you can remove the guns from the case and load them. Since your 
license only allows you to carry concealed, you will need to find a private place to do this. In a recent 
trip, I loaded my gun in the trunk of the rental car, in the parking garage at the airport. My body and the 
car’s body shielded my actions from view, so the action was concealed. Had I not been able to do that, I 
would have had to wait until arriving at the hotel.  

One final precaution about carrying a gun o an airline is for those rare cases where your flight is either 
forced to land at an alternate airport due to weather or your flight is delayed overnight. This can be a 
problem, if your stop is in a state with restrictive firearm laws. As long as the airline keeps control of 
your luggage, you are fine; but if you regain control of your luggage and have a gun which is not allowed 
in that state, you are guilty of breaking their law. The easy solution, if you aren’t sure what the law says 
for that state, is to leave your luggage with the airline.  

 

   



Appendix	

Brief	Summary	of	States’	Stance	on	Concealed	Carry	

Most states require the individual to take a class and perform a background check on them, before 
issuing a concealed carry permit. Some also require a proficiency test, where the potential license holder 
demonstrates their ability to use a firearm by shooting at a target at various ranges. Please note that 
most states will not issue a concealed carry permit to anyone with a criminal record or who has been 
legally declared mentally incompetent.  

The following is supplied for your reference, to give you an idea of what concealed carry laws are in each 
state. Please keep in mind that these laws do change, so what was current information at the time of 
this writing may not be current today. Please check to be sure before taking any action.  

Alabama	

Alabama is a shall issue state, issuing permits to residents only. You must be 18 years of age to apply for 
a concealed carry permit. The permit is valid from one to five years, as selected by the licensee. A NICS 
background check is performed before issuing the permit. Training varies from county to county as the 
counties determine.  

Alaska	

Alaska is a shall issue state, issuing permits to residents of Alaska only. However, anyone who is 21 years 
of age or older can carry openly or concealed, with or without a license. Their main reason in issuing 
permits is for those who travel out of state. It is necessary to take a handgun course before applying, as 
well as pass a NICS background check.  

Arizona	

Arizona allows “constitutional carry” meaning that anyone 21 or older can carry openly or concealed, 
without a permit. They issue permits for those who wish to carry when traveling to other states. A 
background check is performed before issuing the permit, which is good for five years. A free 
instructional course is required.  

Arkansas		

Arkansas is a shall issue state, issuing only to residents of 21 years of age and over. All applicants must 
complete an approved firearms safety program and pass a background check. The permit is valid for five 
years.  

California	

California is a may issue state, issuing to residents only. However, it should be noted that California has 
been one of the country’s leaders in restrictive firearms laws. Permits are issued by the County Sherriff 
or local Police Chief. This means that training and fees vary from town to town and county to county. A 



NICS background check is required. California permits state the specific pistols that the licensee is 
allowed to carry.  

Colorado	

Colorado is a shall issue state, only issuing permits to residents 21 years of age and older. The permit is 
issued by the County Sherriff in the county where you reside. A NICS background check is required 
before issuance and the permits are valid for five years. The licensee must demonstrate firearms 
proficiency either through taking a class, being trained in the military or being a retired law enforcement 
officer.  

Connecticut	

Connecticut is a may issue state, issuing to both residents and non-residents. Their permit allows the 
licensee to carry both concealed and openly. A handgun safety course and background check are 
required before issuance. The permit is valid for five years.  

Delaware	

Delaware is a may issue state, issuing to residents only. Before applying for a permit, it is necessary to 
publish your application in a local newspaper, at least 10 days before submitting the application to the 
court. In addition, a questionnaire must be completed by five citizens living in the county where the 
applicant resides. Permits are issued for a five year period. The state also allows open carry, although 
some municipalities have outlawed it.  

Florida	

Florida is a shall issue state, issuing permits to both residents and non-residents who are 21 years of age 
and meet the requirements. A background check is performed, although they do not use the NICS 
system. Training is required before applying for the permit, which is good for seven years.  

Georgia	

Georgia is a shall issue state, issuing to residents only. The license is good for five years and requires 
passing a NCIS background check. Once the license is obtained, it is acceptable as proof of NCIS 
background check when purchasing firearms.  

Hawaii	

Hawaii is a may issue state, issuing to residents only. They issue only upon proof by of reason to fear 
injury by the applicant. A NICS background check is performed before issuing and is good for one year. 
The state also has open carry permits, with the same requirements.  



Idaho	

Idaho is a shall issue state, issuing permits to residents and non-residents who are 21 years of age or 
older. Permits are valid for five years from the date of issue. A NCIS background check is required as well 
as proof of training.  

Illinois	

Illinois is one of the newest states to become a shall issue state. They issue both to residents and non-
residents who are 21 years of age or older. The permit is good for five years. Please note that while the 
state allows concealed carry, the City of Chicago does not.  

Indiana	

Indiana is a shall issue state, offering license to both residents and non-residents. Applications are made 
through the local police department, but the license is issued by the State Police. A criminal background 
check is required for all applicants. The permit is good for five years. There is no training requirement for 
an Indiana concealed carry permit. Holders of a concealed carry permit can carry openly as well.  

Iowa	

Iowa is a shall issue state, providing licenses to residents and non-residents alike. There is no training 
requirement for a permit, although both local and NCIS background checks are performed. The permit is 
good for five years.  

Kansas	

Kansas is a shall issue state, only providing license to current residents over 21 years of age. You must be 
a resident of Kansas a minimum of six months before applying. Application is made through the 
Sherriff’s office in the country where the person resides. Both state and national background checks are 
performed, the federal check via the NCIS system. Permits are valid for four years. People who have 
received a dishonorable discharge from the military cannot receive a Kansas concealed carry permit.  

Kentucky	

Kentucky is a shall issue state, providing permits to residents only. Permits are valid for a period of five 
years. You must be a resident for six months before applying, unless you are currently a member of the 
armed forces on active duty. It is necessary to demonstrate firearms competence by taking a firearms 
safety course offered by or approved by eh Department of Criminal Justice Training. Open carry is 
allowed without a permit and is generally accepted.  

Louisiana	

Louisiana is a shall issue state, providing permits only to residents 21 to 64 years of age. The permit is 
valid for five years. A background check is performed before issuance. This does not eliminate the need 
for a NCIS background check when purchasing firearms. If you have not been a continuous resident of 



Louisiana for 15 years, prior to the application, an additional application fee applies. A firearm safety 
course is required before applying; the NRA course is acceptable.  

Maine	

Maine is a shall issue state, issuing permits to both residents and non-residents 18 years old or older. A 
review of criminal records will be performed before issuance of the license. Open carry is permitted in 
most places.  

Maryland	

Maryland is a may issue state, although they issue to both residents and non-residents. It is necessary to 
be at least 18 years of age and pass a NICS background check. Permits are issued for two years and 
expire on the last day of the birth month. Permits will only be issued in cases where the permit is 
“necessary as a reasonable precaution against apprehended danger.”  

Massachusetts	

Massachusetts is a may carry state, issuing permits to both residents and non-residents. They have two 
classes of licenses; A and B. The class B license would more accurately be called a license to own 
firearms. The difference is that a Class A license allows carrying concealed, while a Class B license allows 
carrying, but not concealed. The license is good for 6 years from issuance. You must pass an approved 
training course before applying.  

Michigan	

Michigan is a shall issue state, only issuing to residents. Application is made through the county clerk’s 
office, although the permit is issued by the state police. Traditionally, Michigan is an open carry state; 
and while allowed, is more common in rural areas. However, you may not carry in a vehicle without a 
permit.  

Minnesota	

Minnesota is a shall issue state, issuing to residents and non-residents alike. Issuance is on a local level, 
through the police department or sheriff’s department. Training and a background check are required 
before issuance. The permit is valid for five years.  

Mississippi	

Mississippi is a shall issue state, providing permits only to residents of the state. You must be 21 years of 
age, unless you are on active duty in the military. A NCIS background check is performed before 
issuance.  

Missouri	

Missouri is a shall issue state, only issuing to residents, with the exception of military service. Military 
personnel stationed in Missouri and their spouses can receive a concealed carry permit. The age 



requirement for active duty military personnel is waived as well, allowing them to receive a permit at 18 
years of age, rather than 21. The permit is valid for five years.  

Montana	

Montana is a shall issue state, providing permits to residents 18 years of age and older only. Application 
is made through the county sheriff’s office where the individual resides. They perform a background 
check on the individual before issuing. Familiarity with firearms must be demonstrated; but a wide 
range of options are offered for this.  

Nebraska	

Nebraska is a shall issue state for residents only. The license is for five years. Individuals applying must 
have completed extensive firearms training, as well as pass an eye examination (same level as required 
for driving a car). A NCIS background check is performed on the individual. License is valid for five years.  

Nevada	

Nevada is a shall issues state for both residents and non-residents. The individual must take a firearms 
training course, as well as show proficiency for each firearm which they are asking to have on their 
license. Applications are made through the county sheriff’s office, who performs a background check. 
However, open carry is unrestricted and quite common throughout the state.  

New	Hampshire	

New Hampshire is a shall issue state, issuing licenses to both residents and non-residents. For non-
residents, it is necessary that they provide a copy of their existing license in the state in which they live. 
Applicants must demonstrate justification for receiving their permit, although hunting, target shooting 
and self defense are all considered valid reasons. New Hampshire also allows open carry, which is 
commonly accepted.  

New	Jersey	

New Jersey is a may issue state. Although they issue to both residents and non-residents, the application 
is required to show urgent need for carrying guns for self-protection. If the need is employment related, 
the employer must provide a letter stating such. Permits are only good for two years.  

New	Mexico	

New Mexico is a shall issue state for residents 21 years old and older only. A firearms training course 
specific for the category and caliber of handgun that will be carried must be taken. Open carry is allowed 
and generally accepted in most parts of the state.  

New	York	

New York is a may issue state, leaving approval to the discretion of the issuing officer. However, in the 
case of denials, the officer must specifically state their reason on the application. Licenses can be issued 



to residents and non-residents alike, who are 21 years of age or older. Some counties require a firearms 
safety course before issuing. The applicant must show valid reason for applying, such as target shoting, 
hunting or self-defense. Licenses do not expire, unless revoked; except in New York City, where they are 
valid for three years.  

North	Carolina	

North Carolina is a shall issue state; issuing licenses to residents only. Application is made through the 
local country sheriff’s office, who will run a background check. An approved firearms safety course is 
required. Licenses are valid for five years.  

North	Dakota	

North Dakota is a shall issue state for both residents and non-residents. Minimum age is 18. They don’t 
require that you take a firearms instruction class, but they do require that you pass a test given by a 
licensed test administrator. The application must be signed by the chief of police for the resident’s town 
or the sheriff for those who live in rural areas. Since a NCIS check is run, the license can be used for 
proof when buying firearms.  

Ohio	

Ohio is a shall issue state for residents 21 years of age or older. For this purpose, resident means one 
who has lived in the state for a minimum of 45 days. A NCIS background check is only performed on 
those who haven’t lived in Ohio for the last five years. A certificate of competency with a firearm is 
required with the application. Although state law allows open carry, it is not common practice.  

Oklahoma	

Oklahoma is a shall issue state for residents only. The permit can be taken out for five or ten years, as 
the applicant prefers. For the purpose of applying for a concealed handgun permit, residency is 
established when one receives a drivers license or state photo identification card. You must certify that 
you have read and know the Oklahome Self-Defense Act, as well as complete a required firearms safety 
and training class.  

Oregon	

Oklahoma is a shall issue state for residents and a may issue state for non-residents who live in 
bordering states. The permit is valid for four years. Before applying, the applicant must demonstrate 
proficiency with a handgun. State law has no restrictions on open carry, although some municipalities do 
have restrictions.  

Pennsylvania	

Pennsylvania is a shall issue state for both residents and non-residents. For non-residents to receive a 
permit, they must have a valid permit in the state in which they reside. A background check is required, 



but no other requirements exist. Open carry is allowed in the state without a permit, except in the city 
of Philadelphia.  

Rhode	Island	

Rhode Island is a shall issue state, providing permits for residents and non0residents who have a permit 
in their home state. The applicant must demonstrate proficiency before a NRA instructor or police range 
instructor. Background checks will be run at state, local and federal levels. Three references must supply 
letters attesting to the character of the applicant. The letters cannot be written by the applicant and 
cannot be the same. If the permit is required for employment, a letter from the employer is required; if 
not for employment, the individual must provide a letter enumerating their reason for needing a permit.  

South	Carolina	

South Carolina is a shall issue state for both residents and non-residents who own property in South 
Carolina. A background check via the NICS is run on all applications. Training is required before applying. 
The applicant must also provide proof of actual or corrected 20/40 vision.  

South	Dakota	

South Dakota is a shall issue state, providing permits only to residents 18 years old or older. The permit 
is obtained from the country sheriff’s office. There is no training or testing requirement for a permit. 
Open carry is permitted by state law and no municipality may pass a law restricting that.  

Tennessee	

Tennessee is a shall issue state for residents only. To receive it, the applicant must complete a handgun 
safety course from a school that is certified by the state. A background check is run through the NCIS.  

Texas	

Texas is a shall issue state for both residents and non-residents. A training class and handgun proficiency 
test is required before applying. A NCIS background check is run on all applicants. Open carry is 
prohibited in the state, with the exception of on your own property or property over which you have 
legal control (i.e. a rented business location). All residents are permitted to carry firearms concealed in 
their automobile, as it is considered an extension of their property.  

Utah		

Utah is a shall-issue state for both residents and non-residents. A criminal background check is run 
through the NCIS. Open carry is allowed without a permit, but the firearm must be at least two actions 
from firing (i.e. a loaded magazine with the chamber empty – the two actions would be to rack the slide 
and then pull the trigger). When permit holders carry openly, they may have their guns fully loaded.  



Vermont	

Vermont allows constitutional carry, which means that all residents are allowed to carry concealed or 
openly, without a permit. Children under 16 years of age need permission from a parent or guardian to 
carry.  

Virginia	

Virginia is a shall issue state, providing permits to residents and non-residents alike. To obtain a permit, 
the applicant must prove their competence with a firearm, but there is no requirement for taking a 
specific course. Rather, there is a list of different acceptable courses which can be used. Open carry is 
allowed in the state and while not common is becoming more widely accepted.  

Washington	

Washington State is a shall issue state for both residents and non-residents. The wait time for non-
residents is 60 days longer than for residents. A background check is required to receive a concealed 
carry permit, but the NCIS is not used for it. Permits are issued by the police chief or sheriff in the place 
of residents. Non-residents can apply through any police or sheriff’s department. Open carry is legal in 
the state of Washington, although handling the gun in any threatening manner could result in arrest.  

Washington	D.C.	

Washington DC has not allowed concealed carry permits, although they just lost a lawsuit to change this 
law. New laws and regulations have not been written as of this time.  

West	Virginia	

West Virginia is a shall issue state for residents. A background check is performed as part of the 
application process. Handgun training is required, with several options being offered. Open carry is 
unrestricted and widely accepted in the state.  

Wisconsin	

Wisconsin is a shall issue state, offering concealed carry permits to residents only. Before applying for 
the permit, the applicant must have received gun safety training. A variety of different training options 
exist, including that of having completed a hunter safety course and having a hunter’s safety card. 
Recent legislation changes allow open carry in the state.  

Wyoming	

Wyoming is a shall issue state for residents only. You must be a resident of the state for at least six 
months before applying. The applicant must demonstrate familiarity with a firearm, but any firearms 
training is accepted for this. A background check is performed on the individual, which also allows them 
to buy firearms without a NCIS check. Open carry is unrestricted in Wyoming and generally acceptable.  

 


